Notes                              igx

that the well-known stanza of the Elegy in a Country Churchyard
contains a reminiscence of Lucretius's beautiful lines;

Jam jam non domus accipiet te laeta, neque uxor
9 Optima, nee dulces occurrent oscula nati

Praeripere. . . .

It had "not occurred to me; but once suggested the reminiscence
is self-evident. The question may also arise whether Thomson,
Collins, and Gray had not all of them the same Lucretian original
in mind. But the phraseology of Thomson and Collins is against
this. I imagine that Thomson's lines were an independent and
original imagination, and that Collins consciously imitated them,
while Gray had both Thomson and Lucretius in mind. The
reduplication of *in vain' is conclusive for Collins's imitation, while
*the blazing hearth* does not leave much doubt that Gray was
thinking of Thomson as well as Lucretius.

Page 88; I cannot help thinking how strangely different would
have been William Blake's answer to this same question of Mr. de
la Mare*

But others of the Sons of Los build Moments & Minutes &
Hours,

And Days & Months & Years, & Ages & Periods, wondrous
buildings!

And every Moment has a Couch of gold for soft repose,

(A Moment equals a pulsation of the artery)

And between every two Moments stands a Daughter of Beulah

To feed the Sleepers on their Couches with maternal care.

And every Minute has an azure Tent with silken Veils;

And every Hour has a bright golden Gate carved with skill;

And every Day & Night has walls  of brass   &   Gates  of
adamant,

Shining like precious Stones & ornamented with appropriate
signs:

And every Month a silver paved Terrace builded high;

And every Year invulnerable Barriers with high Towers;

And every Age is Moated deep, with Bridges of silver & gold;

And every Seven Ages is Incircled with a Flaming Fire.

Now Seven Ages is amounting to Two Hundred Years,

Each has its Guard, each Moment, Minute, Hour, Day, Month
& Year:

All are the work of Fairy hands of the Four Elements:

The Guard are Angels of Providence on duty evermore*